I MIN 


| 
0 


IMT Nuremberg Archives 


H — 944 


International Court of Justice 





som 

Take 3, page 12 

Cook ' 

1400 + 1530 NK 
ey 


12 June 1946 


M3 da 


OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE 
OR ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A COMMIS: 
ED BY THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNA 
TO PARAGRAPH 4 OF THE ORDER OF THE TRIBUNA 
13 MARCH 1946. 


WEDNESDAY, 12 JUNE 1946. 


COMMISSIONERS: 


Captain Tubrid 
ayia Loge N 


(The Commission convened at 1500 hours) 


HEINZ JOACHIM GRAF, a witr ok the stand and 
testified as follows: 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Will you stand, please, and 
raise your right hand andrepeat after me: 

I swear by God, the Almighty and Omniscient, 
that I will speak the pure truth and will withhold and 


add nothing. 


(The witness repeated the oath} 


DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: 
Q Give your full name, please, andbe seated. 
A Heinz Joachim Graf. 
DR. KOESSEL: First the witness is to prove that 


he as a famer worker in the research and seminar Ahmenerbe 


(heritage of our ancestors), had no criminal aim and methods, 
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As this witness is in the Interpretation Division he is to 
testify that the Interpreters of the SS were given no 
criminal instructions and did not carry out any criminal 
activities, and, thtrd, he is to testify that as members 
second armored division of the 
of the/dimkxéxm£xkhax$Sx 5th SS Mountain Army No, 4, that 
this unit held and kept strictly to rules of war confined 
to the world of culture. 
BY DR. KOESSEL: 
Q Witness, when did you enter the party? 
A Un the 19th of November, 1937, 
“hen did you enter the 35? 
On the 20th of April, 1939. 
Where did you wa k before the outbreak of the war? 
A “n the 15th of “ctober, 1958, I became a consul- 
tant in the XKXXXMX Research and Seminar Unit of the Herit- 
age of our Ancestors. 
* What sort of wæk did you do there? 
A together with many other people 1 did research 
work concerning the philological and cultural heritage of 


the Indo European pasga people. 


Q What was the obvious purpose of this institute? 


^ The aim of this organization, which was a 
registered organization, was to do research work concerning 
the philological and cultural heritage on a scientific 


and objective basis of the New European World. The scien - 
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tists who entered this organization usually did not kmixx 
know that this @ ganization was directed by the personal 
staff of the SS leaders. In fact this organization was not 
assimilated into the personal staff of Himmler as Amt A 

until 1941. Most of the scientists who entered this organiz- 
ation did so for reasons that were purely scientific and not 
political. Une of the facts that induced the Sclentists 

to sxkiartx enter this organization was that this organizstion 
was able to plsce the funds for research work at their dis- 
posal. therefore, research work could be done in fields 

that previously had to stay in the background because of 

lack of money. Many young scientists, like myself, were 
induced by the fact, that the salary paid was a very decent 
one, and this enabled the founding of a family. No political 
or ideslogical pressure was asserted for collaboration in 
this organization. Of course, in this organization as in 

all other human organizations there were extremists who 

would take idealogic direction of the wek done there. 
inzuzkx In such cases, it might happen that one would 

be decried as a ruartkanayx reactionary person, but if 

one remained firm, no further attempts were made to put 
pressure upon use I can give some personal experiences 

as an example, that keeping in touch wi th foreign scientific 


work was in no way prohibited until 1941, Fe example I 


received a degree from the Historical Society of the 


University of the State of Pennsylvania from the State 
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Department., "Until 1943 I carried on an unrestricted corres- 
pondence with the Swedish man of letters, Stig Wihander, 

I also carried on an unrestricted personal correspondence 
with numerous German men of letters and musicians and so 

on who were not agreeable Xm$€& to Germany. This also 
included correspondence with "ewish musicians and my 
membership in this organization did not mean that one was 


forced to enter the SS. Of course, on the principle, that 


zwaryx I shall sink my hopes on one/er wom I depend for 


my eating, one must often find kaxxa that kind of honc ary 
rank within the SS. 

Q Did you have anything to do with the extermin- 
ation of the Jews, sterilization, or forced evacuation 
of the Jews? 

A No, we heard only now of the events of the 8th 
and 9th of November. Far example, only what has been 
communicated to the German people by state leadership. 

Q Could you mawx male any observation during 
your work with the Ahmenerbe that would lead you to 
conclude that they had criminal aim in you or that the 
SS in general had criminal aims in you? 

A üy experience only took me as far as the 6th 
of November, 1939, when I entered the Waffen SS, the 
militarized SS. Until that time the criminal character 
of the SS was not shown by our work with the Ahmenerbe. 


On the contrary, thes were many things that one would 
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have to consider from an objective point of view, even if 
one was not bound ideologically. Of the events of 1954 
we also knew only what had been published officially. 

Q Cm you give any authoritative information concern-- 
ing the interpreters organization of the SS? 

A *es, in October, 1941, I was ordered to go to 
Berlin from the front. I was ordered to found. the interpret- 
ing department of the Waffen SS, to build it up and direct 
it. 

Q Since which time and why did the Waffen SS have 
an interpreters department of it's om? 

A The reason that lead towards the building up of 
an interpreters department of the Waffen SS were purely 


practical ones. Considering the very quick building up 


and extension of the Waffen SS, the army could never pay 


for the required number of interpreters at it's disposal, 
For self-evident reasons tbe army was not interested in 
supplying the WaffenSS with interpreters, The third reason 
was that by reason of the very large number of Volksdeutsche, 
Germans of foreign extraction who lived abroad, the Waffen 
SS had at it's disposal the very much larger numbers of 
foreign people who could be used as interpreters than 
those who had been born in Germany proper. 

Q Since which time did the Waffen SS have inter- 
preters at home? 


A A sham t time after the beginning of the inter- 
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preters department in 1941, the first interpreters were 
trained and sent to the division. These interpreters had a 
training that was in no way different from the training 
prescribed by the I-C regulation according to rishts of 
international law. The same requirements xarkax were 
applied xzxkx here as were applied to the training of inter- 
preters of the army. Concerning this one thing, interpret- 
ers of the Waffen SS, I ordered the following to be observed 
and no contrary arders were ever publißhed or issued in 


the official SS gazette: First, that the prisoner of war 


who was being interpogated, deservedbur humane and personal 
i 


esteem, anà that our purpose of getting from him information 
concerning the leadership and the purpose of the enemy 
measure was only of secondary impor tance. If the prisoner 
of war who is going to be interrogated shows that he is 
reluctant to testify no pressure and no third degree and 
no unallowed methods are to be us eden him. The Volksdeutsche 
Convention and the Geneva Convention were in all cases to 
be considered the highest law. No trespassing of this reg- 
ulation was ever reported to me. Also I might say as I 
handled the training of I-C interpreter's department and I 
received instructions fram other people in my turn. 

Q But were not the interpreters asked by secret 
methods to support criminal actions and illegal activities? 

A No 

Q  Wilyyou say that the monthly of ficial reports 


of the interpreters' department of the different divisions 
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of the leading SS lead people to believe that illegal 
activities were being carried out contrary to international 
law? 

A Up to the 15th of August, 1945 when I might say 
Mx the direction was taken out of my own hands, numerous 
reports of the interpreters' division were sent to me but 
never once could I say that any such illegal method had 
been made use of. 

Q Do you know of the order to shoot members of 


commandos? 


A Do you mean the much discussed Fuehrer order of 


October, 1942? 

& Yes. 

A Yes, I can give exact statements concerning 
this. This œw dər was sent to the second arma ed division 
of the 5th Mountaim Division of Corps on April 1944, 
Thereupon, the third general staff officer, who was the 
I-C of his corps, convened his officers for a conference 
and said in a sense the following: I took part in this 
conference as Ghief Interpreter of kmx the Interpreters' 
Court: Gentlemen: This order is of especial importance 
fa us because as we are stationed on the Dalmatian Yoast 
we naturally have to do with Allied Commandos in support 
of Tito, but this order can never be carried out by us, 


as the conditions set forth in this order are represented 
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in our corps area. The Allied Commandos in this area 
are fighting like our om units, accor ding to the rules 
of war. They are not using any tactics, any especial 


unethical battle methods, and they are shown to be members 


of the enemy by thelr uniform, 
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THE WITNES3: Therefore, a proposal was made to the commander general 
to instruct his divisions that these troops ought to be treated exactly 
the sane way as al regular flying troops of the enemy. Thereupon, the 
divisions acted exactly and in accordance with these rezulations. I can 
prove this by a photostatic copy of letter which the English d 
Colonel, Jack Churchill, commander of the 2nd Service Brigade, who had 


been an interpreter cf the Island Gratz in connection with oup action 


Freischaerler Partisans when our left prank was endangered wrote. In 


this letter ed Colonel Churchill expressed his thanks for the 
correct treatment. ed Colonel Churchill was interrogated by 
me afterwards, and this interrogation was broken off, although the 
testimony of this officer would have been extremely valuable for us, 
though I say he was reluctant to give the information. The same mea- 
sures were applied to enemies through the personnel, for example, in 
the case of the English harfled Colonel Skipwith, who had been 
taken prisoner in connection with reconnaisance action,and who also 
could have given very valued information to us. 
Q Were any of the Allied Military commission captured in your corps 
area,and if so, how wre they treated? 
A No members of the sckallea liaison staff of Tito were taken prisoner 
in our corps area. 
MR. TAYLOR: The Commission will take a ten minutirecess, 
(Recess) 
MR TAYLOR: You may proceed. 
KOESSL: 
BY DR. £XX£OcUEX. 
Q What happened to the prisoners of war who had bailed out into the 


Army Corps area? 





y NN 


12 June uf 


4 


A Allied aviators who had bailed out, or made emergency landings 
in our area were not int errogated , but they ni give medical treatment, 
and then. handed over to the rider / by order of the Army High Command 
which stated that Amt II were not allowed to interrogate aviators who had 
landed or bailed out, 

Q Were the principles of war observed also towards the members of 
Tito groups ani organizations? 

A When the 5th Army came to the Balkans in the Fail of 1944, the 
military action taken by the Tito Bands was practically commanded, so 
that the members of these Tito Bands with which we had to do were is- 
sued and wore uniforms,and behaved themselves correctly. Therefore, the 
members of the Tito Band who were interrogated within the scope of the 


general commm of the 5th Corps were treated according to International 


ani Mar fan. Along with these there were also partisan troop bands who 


lad no right to be treated correctly, because th eydid not wear a uniform, 
am did not behave themselves in their actions to deserve such treatment. 
These bands and Partisans fought in a manner similar to the one described 
by the French Brosecutor E a who said that the methods used by the 
French members of the French underground movements could hardly ask for 

a treatment corresponding to International Law,but inspite of this condi- 
tion, also these prisoners were only treated fairly, waen-in-ease {hey 
were PN according to the number three ration rate, and after their 
interrogation sent to Zenica. They were sent there for the reason 

that we wanted to spare the civilian population from having unnecessary 
losses. The civilian population had to suffer enough as it was, which 
was unavoi dable, of course, from the war,and military actions that were going 


on there, 





cam A Il MN 
H0944 - 0012 


4-3 -0 
Gallagher 
12 June 

Q You want tosay that even the Parkisans were given and treated 
according to the general nilitary laws? 

A Yes, I can give a view by illustration to show that even with 
these wild Partisans a regular exchange of prisoners according to In- 
ternational Law was carried on,and at a one to one ratio. 

Q Was the name Zenica which ycu have merkioned an army camp or an S3 
camp? 

A The prisoners collecting camp, Zenica was under the jurisdiction of 
an army command er, The guarding of this camp was carried out probably by 
tre amy members,and (properly by members of our corps. ‘The SS Sturmbannfuehrer 
Willibald KPlier » Who had to see to the administration of this camp, saw to 
it that the organization,and the makeup of the camp was a very pleasant one. 

I am sorry. The administration was in Keller's hand, or, provisions of the 


camp were in Keller's hand. "d 


Q What was the broa. towards the civilian population? 


A The tro opquere always given strict orders to do as much aS possib le 


to protect md save the cixilian population. I remember the meabers af 
| the reconnaisance unit of this corps who had taken part in excesses 

against the population,and forbidden approach to these women, had been 
punished with extraordinary heavy punishment, These punishments were such so 
that one might think the y stood in no relation at all to the weight of the 
offense committed. This took place according to the express will of the 
General of the corps, who wanted to give as auch protection to the 

civilian population, who had already suffered enough through the fights 
that had been carried on for years on a relatively small area. But 

there is no question that the civilian population necessarily had heavy 


losses considering the extent of the fight militarily and politically, 
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and in such a very small area. In our opinion it is less fought of the 
regular fighting troops on the one side or the other as it is fought by the 
wild fighting partisans in a regular Tito organization. 

Q Do you know of any order according to which soldiers were not to 
be punished who had taken part in excesses with the native population? 

A Sofar as I know this order was not known in our corps, and within 
cur corps area no actions for disciplinary reasons were taken, in such 


& case that would have been silly and would have been absurd. 


COLCNZL GRIFFITH JONES: Mayt interrupt. Was this the original 


comamer, or otherwise, you mentioned, 

THE WIINESS: My experiencerefers only to what I can relate; 
Refers only to the 5th Army Corps Mountain Division, 

COLONEL GRIFFITH JONES: Yes, I think that clears it up. 

THE WITNESS: This order to which you refer was made known to 
me through different channels,and this order does not say that the German 
soldiers who committed a penal offense against a member of the native 
civilian population was not to be punished,but that he under certain 
circumstances did not have to be punished, I can give an example that 
I personally experienced concerning this order. During the battles about 
Turnisia, a member of the Nordland Regiment was accused by xi a Soviet 
Woman teacher that he had carried off, or stolen her gramaphone,whe reupon, 
he was placed before the summary court,tried and sentenced and executed, 
BY DR. KOESSL: 

Q Did the 5th Army Corps Mountain Division receive orders from the 
chief of the anti-Partisan Regiment s? 
A Anti-Partisan troops SS Obergruppenfuehrer and General v. dem Bach 
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Silewski had no jurisdiction go give us any orders. He merely sent us 

a map of which we could make no use because it was incompetent, andgave 
us no information. 

Q The witness Bach Silewski has testified,and his testimony will be 
found on page 2408 of the German transcript that very confused conditions 
prevailed in the fighting of Partisans., Is this also true of the Zuropean 
area? 

A No. 


MR TAYLOR: I believe the answer was no, wasn't it? 


THE WITNESS: No. I have not finished. No, inpur area I can not 


say that there was any wild confusion concerning thefighting ‘of Partisans 
from the Army. According to a special penal code,of paragraph 2 from the 
document ,from the Autumn of 1939 the term Partisan was very clearly defined, 
and put on an equal basis with the word "Freischaerler",and its term is 
defined according to both the Geneva and the Hague Conventions,and was 
defined very clearly. I do not see how any confusion could arise either 
as to ueaning of the term "bandit." The exact date of this special mili- 
tary penal code is the 5 October 1938. 

BY DR. KOESSL: 

Q The witness, dem Bach Silewski ha testified that up until the year 
1944, was a service regulation issued concerning the troops and the Partisans, 
and not until then ws the term "Partisan" clearly defined, 

A Thistestimony is incorrect. That already on 27 Novenber 1942 regula- 
tions were issued concerning the fighting of Partisans, and the temporary 
"Freischaerler Army Gazette regulation No. 69-2, a new definition was 
shown from new experience,so a Partisandefinition had to be given this 


new term,and thedefinition was iasued between 12th and 18th of Decenber,1944, 
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in the council of the Sassmuchi Koli. The collaborators of this new 
regulation were members of the general staff of the army, and SS Sturm- 
bann fuehrer Keller,who had written the well known pamphlet "Cuerrilla 
Warfare"lies dispite our desparate situation or difficulty,and I might 
say to define the term Partisan was a newly defined term, and I repeat, 
according to the regulation of the Geneva Convention, The representative 
of the Waffen SS did not try to induce the gentlemen of the amy to 
&ve a different formulae to the army. From the very beginning there was 
no difference of any kind safar as this point was concerned. Of course, 
there was a differnce of opinion sofar as the questions of tactics were 
concerned, as it always is in cases when tacticians meet, 

MR TAYLOR: The Commission would like to ask the defense counsel 
if he does not agree that the witness is going pretty far afield with ex- 


planations,amd he is to answer with an intelligent answer to your questions, 


pparently it seems that he is explaining in detail more than what 


counsel has stated this j would testify to. 

DR. KOESSEL: I shall ask of you two more szall questions concern- 
ing thisgroup of questions,and that would end the discussion in this matter. 
The testimony of this witness concerning the facts presented has been very 
valuable,however, because the prosecution has received a very blurred picture 
concerning the Partisan fighting. 

Mi TAYLOR: Allright, proceed, but always try to keep the testi- 


mony within the facts alleged so as to save time as much as possible. 


BY DR. KOESSEL: 
Q The witness dem Bach Silewski has also testified that action against 


the Partisan weht very far in their immediate activities, is that correct? 
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A Not within our corps area. 

Q Under whose jurisdiction was the 5th 33 Mountain Corps? 

A Under the High Command of the Army. 

Q Did the Army have a similar part in Partisan combatting, as the 
Waffen SS in the south and eastern territories? 

A As the Waffen SS was considerably larger than the Waffen 8S, 
correspondingly larger troops were employed of the army for Partisan com 
batting in the southeastern area. 

DR. KOESSLz: That is all, thank you. 


MR TAYLOR: Any cross examination? 


CROSS EXAMINATION 

BY COLONEL GRIFFITH JONZS: 

Q You told us first of all about your work inthe  Ancestral Heritage 
Ahnenerbe? 

A Tes, 

Q Can you tell me how many pe ple were employed in that office, who 
were also members of the 55? 

I could only estimate the number. 


Will you estinate the number? 


And how man y in figures would that be? 


A 
G 
A My estimate would ind ude about one-half of the members, 
Q 
A 


About fifty in my estimate, I should like to stress the fact that 
these are only estimates. 
Q And would they all be honorary members? 
A Yes, t hey) be honorary members. 
Q And had they any wish to hold that honorary rank. Was there any 


reason why they should drop it? 
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A To that question I could only testify what one of my friends 
in the Ahnenerbe and myself spoke about when we were offered this honorary 
me nbership. 

Q What was your position? 

A There were a number of older S3 leaders who became very much dis- 
queited because a nunber of young scientist appeared on the scene who 
had a certain extensive factual knowledge at their disposal. 

Q I think you perhaps misunderstood me. Now, if you had not wish to 
hold an honorary rank of the SS, there was nothing that could have made you 
do so? 

A No. I could not be forced. 

the 

Q Now I want to ask you about/interpretering section of the Waffen 3.3. 
Did that section provide interpreters to all units of the Waffen SS? 

A As long as I myself was the consultant of this division, they did 
say this would be until 15 August 1943. 


Q Those persons whom you recruited into your interpreting section, 


were they voluntary members of the Waffen SS? 


A These interpreters were not recruited. They were transferred from 
the troops of the Waffen 33, but there were, however, people who had heard 
that they could become interpreters in the Waffen 33, who, having member- 
ship in the Waffen 55 wanted to become interpreters with them. 

Q Did you ever hear of any complaint from those interpreters who 
had been in the Waffen SS units — I had not finished my question. Did 
you ever hear of any complaint from them that they had been drafted into 
the Waffen SS against their will? 

A No. There were interpreters, however, who did not fulfill the re- 


quirements demamed of a troop interpreter. These interpreters told 
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me they did not feel themselves qualified,and they were given the possi- 
bility ofreturning to the fighting troops of the Wafíen SS. 

Q How many men passed through the interpreters section during the time 
that you were in charge? 

A Up to August 1943 about seven-hundred men. Of these two-hundred and 
eighty had passed the interpreter's examination. The remainder either still 
were in training, or had not met the requirements of the examination, 

Q Can you tell me for what period,and give me the dates of the period 
with which you were serving with the 5th Mountain Division or Corps? 

A From the 15 August 1943 until the 15 October 1944, and in different 
capacities, 

Q Did you ever hear of any complaint from any officer or soldier dur- 
ing that period that they had been compelled to join the Waffen SS against 
their wi 11? 

À Thidquestion goes outside the scope of my experience . 

Q No, I simply asked you whether you had heard any complaints from 
anybody? 

A No. 

Q After your interpreters had left you and gone tothe units to which 
they were appointed, do you know any instances of complaint from any of them 
of the conditions under which they had to serve? 

Yes, I do. 
In respect that? 

A These interpreters very often complained to me in letters that they 
were not War employed in their units in the capacity that they as interpre- 


ters night have accepted in the personnel selections. 
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Q Perhaps I did not make myself clear. Did you ever receive any 
complaints from them that they, or their units with which they were serv- 
ing, had in any way broke the rules of warfare? 

A No. 

Q They would have already had known, would they not, the orders in 
respect to commanders personally? 

A Ican not tell, because I do not know how far the orders concern- 
ing the treatment of the camnanders' personnel became known in the differ- 
ent units, 

Q Was it the duty of those interpreters to carry out interrogations 
of prisoners? 

A That depended, 

Q Was it to a great extent a part of their duty? Try to keep your 
answer as short as you can, 

À According to the report that was sent to me monthly concerning the 
interpreters! sections.At the front there were always interrogation of fi- 
cers assigned for interrogating prisoners of war with the help of a sub- 
interpreter,but when prisoners of war of lower rank were interrogated, they 
were very often only interrogated by the interpreter. 

Q Very well. Towards the end of 1944 would there had been any mkhux 
SS interpreters other than those that had been through their training 
establishment? 

A I cannot say, because the experience that I had with the inter- 
pretation sector only goes as far as 1943. 

Q When you left were there interpreters in the SS other than those 


which ‘ad been trained in your establishment? 





"- T TIT 


4-11 
Gallagher 
12 J,ne 

A Does this question refer to the Waffen SS, or to the General SS? 

Q I imagine by that time the general S3 was small, so the question 
would most likely relate to the Waffen 33? 

DR. KOESSL: The interpretation was perhaps incorrect. The 

witness did nct mean the general 38 ;but the SS in general, 
BY COLCNEL GRIFFITH JONES: 

Q I man the SS in general. Would there be other interpreters in th 
SS in general besides those trained by your establishment? 

A My answer can only relate to the sector of the Waffen SS. 

Q I just want to put this to you. Were any of your interpreters 
used by or drafted to the Einsatz commander? 

A What is the Einsatz Commander? 

Q I won't go into that question then. Were any of them employed in 
concentration camps? 

A No, they were too precious for that. 

Q I have a report here ahout the office of the Haupt and Hauptbann- 
fuehrer Nichol. Do youknow of that office? 

A No. 

Q It is PS-1137,and Iregret I have not got the court number before me. 
That was the office which was set up in the Eastern territories for the 
recruitment of youths from the local population for employment in the Reich? 

A I do not know of the office which was just mentioned nor do I know 
the director of this office who was mentioned here,but I know the reign of 


the Hauptbannfuehrer, 


Q Perhaps you had better look at the document » Signed by Nichol, 


Haupt bannfue her. 
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A Tha relates to the Hitler youth organization. 

Q If that office had employed interpreters, would they had been 
Waffen S$ interpreters? 

A (No answer) 

Q You will see on page 6 of the document there appears the personnel 
employed by your office,and under that there are described as SS members 
23h. 

DR. KOESSL: No commission officers, privates and interpreters, 
THE INTERFRETER: The answer to your first question is not 
translated. 
BY COLONEL GRIFFITH JONES: 

Q Would those SS interpreters have been Waffen SS interpreters? 

A As long as I was in charge ofthe interpreting sector of the Waffen 
SS, many applications from offices that nad nothing to do vith the 
Waffen SS came to us for interpreters and now (witness reads in German from 
the doument) -- I see there is no date on the document. 

Q 1944 October, 

A I can not give any testimony as to this, because at that time I had 
nothing to do with the interpreting section of the Waffen SS. 

COLONEL GRIFFITH JONES: That is all. 


Rg ^ MR TAYLOR: Any further cross examination. 


BY M. MONERRAY: How long had you been in the office of the Ahnenerbe? 

A Idid not work in the office of the Ahnenerbe. I worked as a 
scientific collaborator. 

Q Were you working as inside the Ahnenerbe office? 

A My first position was scientific assistant to Professor Herimn Wirth. 


When Professor Wirth left the Ahnenerbe Iwas placed under the office of the 
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Schrift und Simmbildkrunde, runic and Antique research, research of antique 
symbols,but I was allowed to do individual and personal research along my 
line. 


MONERRAY: I have some questions along the XAkmmere Ahnenerbe 


MR TAYLOR: I @emerer think the] two counsel have some questions 
they want to ask. 

MAJOR MURRAY: I have no questions. 

COLONEL ORLOV: I would like to ask a question. 


MR TAYLOR: Shall we adjourn, any Cond En p 


COLONEL ORLOV: Whatever is the Lr M of the Commissioners, 


Uery leete » TDAL-ULLL- T 
MR TAYLOR: / Adjourn until tomorrow morning. 


ED 


(The Commission adjourned until 13 June 1946 at 1000 hours) 


The ioregoing is a true and correct transcript of the testimony of 
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Departments Until 1943 I carried @n an unrestricted correspondence with the 


Swedish man of letters, Stig Wihanüer; I alss carried on an unrestricted 


Personal correspondence with numerous German men of letters and musicians 


and s; on who were not agreeable to Germany. This also included corres- 
pondence with Jewish msicians and my membership in this organization did 
not mean that one was forced to enter the SS. Of course, on the principle, 
that I shall sink my hopes on one upon whom I depend for my eating, one mst 
often find that kind of honorary rank within the SS, 

Q Did you have anything to do with the extermination of the Jews, 
sterilization, or forced evacuation of the Jews 7 

A No, we heard only now of the avonts of the 8th and 9th of November, 
For example, only what has been commnicated to the German people by state 
leadershipe 

4 Could you make any observation during your work with the Ahnener5e 
that would lead you to conclude that they had criminal] aiu in you or that 
the SS in go.eral had oriminal ains in you ? 

A Hy experienca cnly took me as far as the 6th of November, 1939, when 

^4 the Waffen SS, the militarized SS. Until that Sime the criminal 

character of the SS was not shown by our work with the ahmenerbe, On the 
contrary, there were many things thet one would have to consider from an 
Objective point of view, even if one was not bound ideologically, Of the 
events of 1934 we also knew only what had been publishod officially. 

Q Can you give any authoritative information concerning the interpreters 
organization of the Ss ? 

a Yos, in October, 1941, I was ordered to go to Berlin from the front. 
I was ordered to found tho interpreting department of the Waffen SS, to build 
it up and direct it, 

Q Since which time and why did the Waffen SS have an intorpreters 
dspertment of it's own ? 


A Tho reason that lead towards ths building up cf an interpreters 


department of the Waffen SS were purely practical ones. Considering the very 
Quick building up and extension of the Waffen SS, the army could never Pay. 
for the required number of interpreters at it's disposal. For self-evident 
reasons tha arny was not interested in supplying the Waffen SS with intor- 


preters, Tho third reason was that by reason of the very large number of 


x TTL UIT 





Volksdeutsche, Germans of foreign e:.sraction who lived abroad, the Waffen SS 
had at it's disposal the very much larger auikers of foreign people whc could 
be used as interpreters than those wio had been born in Germany proper, 

Q Since which time did the Wefien SS have interpretors at Homo ? 

A A short time after the beginning of the intor protors department in 
1941, tho first interpreters were trained and sent to the division, These 
interpreters had a training that was :n no way different from the training 
prescribed by the I-O regulation acoc.ding to rights of international Jaw, 
The same requirements were applied ərə as were applied to tho training of 
interpreters of the armye Concerni..: this one thing, intorp"oto^s of the 
Waffen SS, I ordered the tollo. ing to be observed and no contrary ordors were 
ever publishod or issued in the official SS gazette 3 First, that the prisoner 
Of wer who was being interrogatod, Öeserved our humane and personal esteem, 
and that our purpose of getting from him information concerning the leadership 
and the purpose of the enemy measure was only of secondary importance. If the 
prisoner of war who is going to be interrogated shows that he is roluci nt 
to testify no pressure and no third degree and no wnallowed meth.ds are to be 
used on him, Tho Volksdeutsche Convervion and the Genova Convention were in 
ell o:sas to be considered the highest lawe No trespassing of this regulation 
was aver reported to me, Also I might say as I handled the training of I-C 
interpreter 's department and I reese. >. instructions from other poople in ny 
turn, 

Q But were not tho int Tpreter« usked by secret methods to support 
criminal actions and illegal activi‘.:; ; 

A No 

Q Will you say that the monthly official reporte «+ + -v interprete s! 
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A Allied aviators who had bailed out, or made emergency landings in ow 
arca were not interrogated, but thoy were given medical treatment, and thon 
handed over to the leader by order of the Army High Command which stated that 
Ant II were not allowed to interrogate aviatars who had landed or bailed out. 

Q Were the principles of war observed also towards the members of Tito 
groups 

o 5th Army came to tho Balkans in the Fall of 1944, tho milit: 
action taken by the Tito Bands was practically commanded, so that the members 
of these Tito Bands with which we had to do were issued and wore uniforms, and 
behaved themselves correctly. Therefore, the members of the Tito Band.who we 


£ 


rogated within the scope of the gonoral command of tho 5th Corps were 
ated according to International and War Law. Along with these there were 
also partisan troop bands who had ‘ight to be treated correctly, because th 
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Silewski had no jurisdiction to give us any orders, He merely sent us 


12 June 1916-DIR-1 


which he could make no use because it was incompetent, and gave 
us no information, 


Q The witness Bach Silewski has testified, 


‘ound on page 2408 c he German transcript that very confus 
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Cifferent formulae to the army. From the very beginning there was no dif- 
rence of any kind so far as this point was concerned, Of course, there 
difference of opinion so far as thequestions of tactics were concerned, 
always is in cases when tacticians meets 
HR. TAYLOR: The Commission would like to ask the defense cc 
does not agree that the witness is going pretty far afield with ex- 
planations, and he is to answer with an intelligent answer to your qucstions, 
thet he is explaining in detail more than what counse: 
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I could only estim-te a number, 
the number? 
My estimate would include about one-half of the mesbors, 
anc h w many in figures would that be? 
about fifty in my estimate. I should like to stress the 
‘nly estimates, 
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A "o that question I could only testify what one of my friends in 


the Ahnenerbe and myself spoke about when we were offered this honorary 
membershi, . 
" What was your position? 
T here were a number of older SS leaders who became very much 
disquieted because a number of young sclentists appeared on the scene who had 
a certain extensive factual knowledge at their disposal. 
I think you perhaps misunderstood me, Now, if you had not wish 


to hold an honcrary rank of the SS, there was nothing thet could have made 
E 


Noe I could nct be forced. 
Now I want to ask you about the interpretering section of the 

Waffen SS, “id that section provide interpreters to all units of the Waffen 

SS 

As long as I myself was the consultant of this division, they cid 

say this would be until 15 August 1913. 

d Ihose persons whom you recruited into your interpreting section, 
were they voluntary members of the Waffen SS? 

A These interpreters were not recruited. They were transferred 
from the troops of the Waffen SS, but there were, however, people who had 
heard that they would become interpreters in the Waffen SS, who, having 
membership in the Waffen SS wanted to become interpreters with them. 

Q Did you ever hear of any complaint from those interpreters who had 
in the i ffen SS units -— I had not finished my question. Did you ever 
of any complaint from them that they had been drafted into the Waffen 

gainst their will? 

A Noe There were interpreters, however, who did not fulfil the 
requirements demanded of a troop interpreter. These interpreters told me 
they did not feel themselves qualified, and they were given the possibility 
of returning to the fighting troops of the Waffen SS, 

q during the 
time that you were in charze? 

4 Up to August 1943 about seven-hundred men. Of these two=hundred 


and sishty had passed the interpreter's examination. The remainder either 
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still were in traininz, or had not met the requirements of the examination. 


Can you tell me for what period, and cive me the dates of the period 


Q 
with which you were serving with the 5th Moutain Division or Corps? 


A From the 15 August 1943 until the 15 October 19ll, and in cifferent 


Did you ever hear of any complaint from any officer or soldier 
durine that period that they had been compelled to join the Waffen SS against 
tneir will? 


goes cutside the scope of my experience, 


cher you had heard any complaints from 


After your interpreters hac left you and zone to the units to which 
were appointed, do you know any instances of complaint from any of 
of the conditions under which the 


S ei TT ITI. 


In respect to what? 

These interpreters very often complained to me in letters that 
they were not being employed in their units in 
interpreters might have accepted in the personnel 

I did not make myself clear, Did you ever receive 
that they, or thei nits with which they were 

way broken the rules 

NO» 

they would have alread 

commanders personally? 

I cannot tell, because I do not know how far the orders concerning 
the treatment o > commanders” personnel became known in the different units. 

as it the duty of those interpreters to carry out interrogations of 
prisoners? 
A That depended, 

as it to a great extent a part of their duty? Try to keep your 
answer as short as you can. 
zi 


> ccorcing to the report that was sent to me monthly concerninz 


the interpreters! sections. At the front there were alw’rys interrogation of 
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officers assigned for interrogating prisoners of war with the help of a sub- 
interpreter, but when prisoners of war of lower rank were interrogated, 
they were very often only interrogated by the interpreter, 

Q Very well. towards the end of 1944 would there had been any SS 
interpreters other than those that had "E through their training establish- 
ment? 

A I can not say, because the experience that I had with the inter- 
pretation sector only goes as far as 1913, 

Q When you left were there interpreters in the SS other than those 


which had been trained in your establishment? 
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Schrift und Simmhildkrunde, runic and Antipue research, research of antique 
bols, but I was allowed to individual and persenal rescarch along my line. 
MONNERAY: I have some questions alone the Ahnenerbe lines. 
TAYLOTs I think the other two counsel have some qucstions they 
ask. 
O questions. 
COLONEL ORLOV: I would like to ask a question. 
Shall wo adjourn, and continue cross oxamination tomorrow, 
COLONEL ORLOV: Whatever is tho wish of thc Commissioners, 


ery woll the Commission will adjourn until tomorrow 
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